only a fraction of the original output; here we are dealing with some 600 acta generated by the activities of fifty bishops. The accident of survival means that the diocese of St Andrews has the greatest number of acta, some 250 out of ca 600, while the numbers for Ross and Caithness are pitifully small. A witness might appear to be of great importance, but he may feature only briefly in a bishop's episcopate and happen to witness several acts drawn up at the same time. Many witnesses have only one name, and John (many of them no doubt Eoin), William, Hugh and Robert are commonplace; the same man may be known by two or more surnames. There is no consistency in describing a man as clericus episcopi or capellanus episcopi; elsewhere he may appear simply as clericus or capellanus. Letters, indulgences and, usually, institutions to benefices did not require witnesses. The scribes of some cartularies did not include witnesses in many of their copies: the cartulary of Dryburgh is especially unhelpful in this respect.
Those witnesses who can be most readily identified are the bishops' clerks and chaplains, though even in these cases there are uncertainties. What are we to make of a run of witnesses ending in clericis episcopi or capellanis episcopi, for example, Mr Thoma 6 are these six clerks or is it only the last two, or an intermediate number? As secular chapters developed (only two chapters were regular: St Andrews and Whithorn), canons and cathedral dignitaries were not infrequent witnesses. The growing administrative structure brought in archdeacons, deans of Christianity and parish clergy; the latter, however, normally appear in witness lists only once and only very rarely more than twice. The appearance of household officials allows some account of the organisation of a bishop's household to be pieced together. There are numerous bishops' relatives, mainly nephews and brothers. More difficult (often impossible) to account for are those men who appear only once, e.g. Josep, who witnesses an act of John Scot, bishop of Dunkeld. 7 Such an infrequent witness may nevertheless be a member of a bishop's familia, e.g. Peter, clerk of Andrew de Moravia, bishop of Moray. 8 The offices of clerk and chaplain seem to have been interchangeable: Luke, a clerk of Bishop Abraham of Dunblane, is also described as his chaplain; the same is true of Mr Michael, clerk and chaplain of Bishop William Malveisin of St Andrews, and of Reginald, clerk and chaplain of Bishop John Scot of Dunkeld. 9 Only three times are there direct statements as to who wrote a particular act, for the practice was not generally common in charters: 'given by the hand of Geoffrey 13 The number of clerks and chaplains employed by a bishop cannot be determined with any certainty: the figure is governed by the accident of survival and by the coming and going of men during a long episcopate. Among the four dioceses with the best survival rate (St Andrews, Glasgow, Moray and Dunkeld), Dunkeld can be discounted because of a series of short episcopates. Bishop Walter de St Albans of Glasgow had thirteen or sixteen clerks in twenty-four years, and nine, possibly twelve, chaplains; Andrew de Moravia of Moray eleven clerks and nine or ten chaplains in twenty years; and William Malveisin of St Andrews twenty-five or thirty-three clerks and ten chaplains in thirty-six years. As Christopher Brooke has observed, 'It is far from clear what all the bishops' chaplains and clerks did, though some at least were evidently serving an apprenticeship for higher service later on'. 21 Similarly, although Bishop Brice's brothers, Alexander and Henry, were frequent witnesses to his acta, a third brother, Archibald, is described as Brice's brother only in 1226. 22 It is clear that few were able to build careers, apart from service with the bishop, on their episcopal connections. Richard de Lincoln's brother was parson of Spynie, and Alexander and Henry de Douglas were canons of their brother's cathedral establishment at Spynie. 23 However, Luke de Muthill, vaguely described as a relative of Bishop Gilbert of Dunkeld, , and subsequently appears as a royal clerk; it may be that he had been a member of the royal household with the two Richards. His support for the royal appointee, Hugh, against the choice of the Augustinian cathedral chapter of St Andrews, John Scot, probably explains why, when John eventually emerged from the conflict as bishop of Dunkeld, Jocelin found himself an exile from the diocese of which he was the nominal archdeacon.
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Clerks and chaplains had to be maintained. Apart from the bishoprics of St Andrews and Galloway, there were canonries and dignities in cathedrals as secular chapters developed. At a humbler level there were those parish churches in the bishop's gift or in the gift of those who might be persuaded by the bishop to present men to him for institution. Jordan, chaplain to Bishop Gilbert de Stirling, became a canon and then precentor in Aberdeen Cathedral. Helia and Nicholas, clerks of Bishop Herbert, became two of the first canons of Glasgow, and Salomon, clerk and chaplain, became the first dean. Ewen, who served five bishops of Dunkeld, may well have been disappointed to have acquired only the 40 the first in any Scottish cathedral (1161×2). As Donald Watt pointed out, Herbert had been abbot of Kelso near Roxburgh, and so there may have been an earlier connection. 41 Dunkeld, however, was not far behind. Bishop Gregory was the sole Scottish bishop to attend the Council of Tours (1163), where prebends were discussed, 42 and obtained from Pope Alexander III a bull referring to the election of bishops of Dunkeld by canons. 43 Clearly his ambition was to establish a chapter of canons. Donald Watt thought that this came to nothing, 44 but Mr Abraham appears as canon of Dunkeld in one document which, however, cannot be dated more closely than 1163×9. 45 It seems therefore that a start was made but was cut short by the bishop's death in 1169: Abraham appears without the title of canon in the next episcopate, 46 and there were no more canons until the early thirteenth century. 47 By the 1190s there were magistri in every diocese, except Ross and Caithness, though by 1223 Bishop Robert [I] of Ross had a graduate clerk. 48 Magistri became more numerous after 1200, in St Andrews even before then: in Roger's time as bishop-elect and bishop, eighteen can be identified, in Malveisin's thirty-four. The acta of Andrew de Moravia of Moray are attested by sixteen, and those of Walter de St Albans of Glasgow by the same number. The majority of canons and dignitaries of Dunkeld seem to have been magistri after 1214.
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Despite the exhaustive work of Donald Watt, very little can be said with certainty about the place and subject of study of these graduates. Mr Hugh de Bosco, canon of Aberdeen, and Adam de Makerstoun may have been at Oxford. Nigel, canon of Dunkeld, may have been the clerk of Oxford who was imprisoned there in 1231 for poaching. Matthew Scot, canon of Dunkeld and royal chancellor, studied at Paris, as Hugh de Stirling, also a canon of Dunkeld, may have done. Peter Ramsay, the future bishop of Aberdeen, may have been a pupil of Edmund of Abingdon, future archbishop of Canterbury and saint, at Oxford, and perhaps also studied at Paris under Matthew Scot; he was certainly lector
1 6 7 to the Franciscans of Oxford. 49 John Scot, nephew of Robert bishop of St Andrews and future bishop of Dunkeld, was said by Walter Bower to have studied at Oxford and Paris, 50 but no great reliance can be placed on this late claim. Stephen de Hedun was believed to have studied at Cambridge. Hugh Picard had probably studied at more than one university, and certainly taught at Paris. 51 As to their subjects of study, nine of the witnesses were described as medicus or phisicus, and, lacking any other evidence, we have to assume that they had studied medicine. Matthew Scot and Peter Ramsay studied theology, the latter gaining the degree of doctor of theology.
52 If Walter Bower is to be believed, John Scot studied the liberal arts, physics and theology. 53 Hugh Picard, having studied the arts, civil law and decreets, achieved the degree of doctor of decrees. 54 Alexander de Edinburgh and William de Cunningham, who witnessed acta of Bishop David de Bernham of St Andrews, were each described as iurisperitus, a 'word of vague significance … . This clearly suggests respected standing as a law practitioner (usually in canon law), but cannot be equated with any particular university qualification.' 55 Despite being remembered as skilled in both civil and canon law, and despite an undoubted interest in questions of canon law, William Malveisin may not have been a graduate. 56 A group which appeared as witnesses in nearly every diocese was the bishops' officials. The earliest reference is to Richard de Hassendean in the diocese of Glasgow (1175×89), though Aberdeen's first official appeared at about the same time (1175×99), 57 dates which coincide with the spread of the post in the English dioceses. 58 By 1266 every diocese, except Ross and Caithness, for which the evidence is scanty, had an official. David Smith has pointed out that much of the evidence for English officials consists of attestation of charters, 59 and the same is true for Scotland. We cannot therefore be sure of the precise functions of those men
who were designated officials. 60 Of the twenty-one officials of this period, only twelve are known to have been magistri, and none of them can be shown to have studied law. Not surprisingly, all but one of the officials attested episcopal acta. The exception, Andrew de Aberdeen, official of Bishop David de Bernham of St Andrews, seems to have held the post for only a short time. That the office was very much the personal gift of the bishop and that tenure might be discontinued is shown by the career of John de Huntingdon. Clerk of Bishop Jocelin of Glasgow, he was appointed official by Bishop William Malveisin. He appears simply as bishop's clerk under Bishop-elect Florence before becoming official again; however, he appears without title under Bishop Walter de St Albans. 61 This final appearance can be dated only 1208×23, but it may be that John died shortly after 1208 before he could be appointed official yet again. The same held good for officials of the archdeacons: Alexander de St Martin was certainly official in the time of William de Bosco, archdeacon of Lothian, 62 but his ten appearances as a witness to episcopal acta give him no title.
The acta do not provide a complete picture of any single bishop's household, but, taken together, they cover the officers of the household and some of the lesser figures who appear in a random way as witnesses. 63 There is no contemporary definition of the duties of the members of the household. 64 We must assume that visitors to the bishop's household met the janitor first; in the domestic quarters worked the baker, brewer and cook. The doorward presumably controlled admission to the bishop's hall or chamber. The duties of steward, chamberlain, butler and dispensator cannot be precisely defined. Bishop Jocelin of Glasgow had two stewards at the same time, which indicates a division of duties; the two stewards of Richard of St Andrews may have had duties divided geographically, north and south of Forth. 65 There is no evidence that these posts were hereditary, though it is not impossible, since Adam was granted the hereditary
stewardship of St Andrews Cathedral Priory. 66 The existence of a constable and a marischal is evidence of a bishop's need to provide troops when required. Knights occasionally appear as witnesses. William de Wiville and Henry de Tructanno or Truant attest several of the acts of Bishop Roger of St Andrews and so we may suspect that they were household knights. This is a subject on which the evidence is thin, but there is a specific reference to the army of the bishop of St Andrews and its duces in the 1120s, and in 1317 William Sinclair, bishop of Dunkeld, turned out with sixty of his men to oppose an English landing in Fife. 67 It is easy to dismiss servitores and servientes as servants, and that is no doubt the meaning in some contexts. We lack definition in these instances, as in others. However, it is difficult to accept that serviens always means servant when it is possible to show that Nicholas, David and Comyn, servientes of Bishop Walter de St Albans of Glasgow, were also burgesses of Glasgow. 68 Servientes here may mean that they were serjeands of the bishop, and English examples show that they might have duties garrisoning a castle or in connection with a fair; both roles would be possible in Glasgow, with its episcopal castle and fair. 69 The role of those described as the bishop's boys is unclear. The absence of surnames in so many cases makes it difficult to trace the origins of witnesses. Even what appear to be surnames can be misleading: in the late twelfth century Helia de Partick was the brother of Robert de Stenton, 71 though some surnames, such as Hay, 72 were well established. It is not certain if men with a French name had inherited it, come directly from France or had spent a period of domicile in England. Despite these reservations, it is possible to demonstrate that a new bishop might bring in his own men. One of the best-documented instances followed the election of Brice, prior of Lesmahagow, to the see of Moray in 1203. He brought his brothers, Alexander and Henry de Douglas to Moray as canons, 73 presumably to support the reorganisation which established the cathedral at Spynie with a chapter of eight canons. 74 The first dean was Freskin, formerly parson of Douglas. 75 He, too, had brothers called Alexander and Henry de Douglas. 76 It is tempting to suppose that the bishop and the dean were brothers, but there is no evidence for that. The bishop's brothers, regular witnesses to his acta, do not certainly appear in the next episcopate, unless Henry is 'H. canon of Spynie', 77 whereas the dean's brothers are described as sheriff of Elgin and as bishop's clerk. 78 Presumably Brice and Freskin (a name associated with Moray at an earlier date) 79 were related, as the name Douglas suggests. Certainly there was a movement from Lanarkshire to Moray. Almost every diocese attracted men whose names indicate an English origin. The election of the royal chaplain, Walter de St Albans, as bishop of Glasgow in 1207 was followed by the arrival of two other men with the same surname, Robert, and the bishop's nephew, Warin. The same county is represented by Robert de Hertford, Northamptonshire by William and Thomas de Annesley (not known to be related to each other), 80 East Anglia by Mr Adam de Walpole and Mr Richard de Orwell, 81 and Bedfordshire by Hugh de Potton. Under Bishop Andrew de Moravia of Moray, the connection with Lincolnshire, which already existed in the name of Bishop Richard de Lincoln and the adoption of the statutes of Lincoln Cathedral by Bishop Brice, continued in the person of the bishop's serviens Simon de Orby, and his clerk and possibly the future dean and bishop, Simon de Gunby (a village where the Orby
brother, Count Dirck or Thierry VII of Holland. 90 Another who may have come directly from abroad was Mr Omer, clerk of Bishop John of Aberdeen and subsequently archdeacon there. A monk of Vauluisant with the same name occurs in 1167/8. 91 Both were presumably named after the saint commemorated in the place-name St Omer in the Pas de Calais.
One striking feature of the witness lists is the inclusion of Céli Dé as regular witnesses in the dioceses of Brechin and Dunblane. In the case of Brechin, the Céli Dé seem to have formed the main part of the chapter, 92 and Mael Brigte, the prior of the Céli Dé of Brechin, attests acta of Bishops Ralph, Hugh and Gregory. After 1218×25 the Céli Dé cease to appear in witness lists, lending support to the idea that the Céli Dé were converted into secular canons by Bishop Gregory. 93 In Dunblane, too, individual Céli Dé and the priors of Muthil and Abernethy act as witnesses. Attestations continue until 1235 94 and disappear with the constitution of a cathedral chapter by Bishop Clement in the late 1230s. 95 In contrast the Céli Dé are represented in the acta of the bishops of St Andrews by an unnamed abbate keledorum Sancti Andree in the 1180s; by the mid-thirteenth century they had been transformed into the college of secular canons of St Mary's on the Rock. 96 It was not merely the attestation of priors and individual Céli Dé that showed continuity from the old in the Scottish Church. The Gaelic names of clerks, parsons, vicars, three deans of Christianity, two canons (apparently of Inchaffray), an archdeacon, an episcopal clerk and an episcopal chaplain, and such practices as founding (or perhaps continuing) a clerical dynasty, as Duftach did in the diocese of Dunkeld, were signs that the old could be incorporated in the new.
In the twelfth century and even into the early thirteenth, the existence of children of clergy, and thus presumably of clerical marriage, was quite openly acknowledged, from John son of the dean in the early 1170s to Mael Ísu son of Brice parson of Crieff (1210×20). 97 At least two clerical dynasties can be identified in the diocese of Dunkeld. 98 A witness of two acts of Bishop Robert of St Andrews, Swain the priest, was the father of eight sons, all known by name. 99 The best-documented clerical family is that of Mr Merlin who appears in 1161×62 in acta of Bishop
Arnald of St Andrews. 100 Thanks to the survival of the charters of Coldingham Priory, it is possible to follow Merlin's descendants for three generations. 101 It is also known that he had a daughter, brought to the shrine of St AEbbe at Coldingham to be cured. 102 By the 1220s, however, witnesses were more reticent: Malcolm simply appears as 'son of Ewen', and John as 'son of Nazarius', with no mention of their fathers' clerical status. 103 This change perhaps sprang from the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215, which four Scottish bishops attended, and from the establishment of the provincial council of the Scottish Church in 1225. 104 The First and Second Lateran Councils (1123 and 1139) had forbidden clerical marriage, and the Fourth assumed that it had ceased, as did the thirteenth-century statutes of the Scottish Church. 105 The thirteenth century saw confessions of illegitimacy and petitions for dispensations: Peter Ramsay, and Abel de Golin, both future bishops, sought dispensations on the grounds of being the children of priests. 
